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AMENDMENT S TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of claims; 

1. (currently amended) A locking assembly for a rocking chair, said locking 
assembly being suitable for retaining a body supporting portion of the chair jn 
a certain pos ition relative to a chair base portion of the chair i^-^^ertam 
pe&'rttoft, said locking assembly comprising: 

a first locking assembly component for connection to one of the body 

supporting portion and the chair base portion; 

a second locking assembly component for connection to the other of 
the body supporting portion and the chair base portion; 
said second locking assembly component including a pin; 
said first locking assembly component including : 
i. a pair of jaws, «^arh law inc luding a camming face; 
il. a linkage coupled to at least on© of said jaws, at least one of 
said jaws being responsive to a first movement of said linkage to 
undergo displacement vwth relation to the other jaw such as to: 
^ riftfine a receptacle between ^^IH i«ws for receiving sajd 
pin: 

naiiae said receptacle to engaae said nin. wherein when 
c^^ iri rRcentade and said pin are misaligned , at least o jia 
nf ciairi n^mminq fac es 1?^ rRSPonsivft to movement of the 
hndv Ruponrtino portion nf thfi chair to cause at least one 
nf ciairi j avtfs to undergo displacem ent with relation to the 
nthftr jaw such as to caus ft said pin to enter said 
receptacle, couco engagem e nt of said p i n b e tw een-said 
jciW G t at l o ast ono of said jawo being rooponcivo to a 
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se eond m ov e rrt ef^-s^ aid lin kag o to ca u ge r elease-^ 

(original) A locking assembly as defined in daim 1, wherein said second 
locking assembly component includes a plurality of pins selectively 
engageable by said jaws to interlock said first locking assembly component 
with said second locking assembly component. 

(currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in daim_i, 
wherein said jaws are responsive to said first movement of said linkage such 
that each jaw undergoes displacement v^th relation to the other jaw to define 
[[a]] said receptacle between said jaws^of^cngoging said pin. 

(original) A locking assembly as defined in claim 3, wherein said jaws include 
gripping faces that define between them said receptacle, said gripping faces 
tapering toward one another to form a pin-retention area where said pin is 
engaged by the gripping face of each jaw. 

(cancelled) 

(currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in datm-5-^!aim_4. 
wherein said jaws are responsive to said first movement of said linkage syeh 
^^■^^ ^ ^^^ j-^y^. ^ri drrj n n n i rp ' '^'''-' ^""^ ' ^ '■th relation to tho other jaw to dof i ne 
J r o cc ptjclc h c twr f n cnH j-^'"- o nqnr|inn said pin and f or moving said 
receptacle toward said pin such as to cause said pin to enter said pin- 
retention area of said receptacle. 

(cun^ntly amended) A locking assembly as defined in cla i m 5 claim 3 . 
wherein said jaws pivot in response to said first movement of said linkage . 
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8 (currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in claim 7. wherein in 
response to said first movement of <^5\d linkage, one of said jaws pivots 
clockwise and the other of said jaws pivots counter-clockwise. 

9. {currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in Gtetm^clainU. wherein 
-^^jrj^jnrr -'-^ i -^"" rA,.nonsive to a secnnri movement of said linkage 
in rause release - f p'" ^""^ Bnaaoempnt ht^tween said jaws S0id4if>Ka9e 
incl ud e: 3 r otj t ijblc '^^ "-^ ' ^ h^ M B ^j ui iiu mou n t e d t o onid r o t ^ t ^ tW e^ 

te4wffv«:iefewith-whefvsaid-^^ 

^0,^ ^^. (cancelled) 

12. (currency amended) A locking assembly as defined in Gteifi^daim^. 
wherein w hen th e i^ast one of said camming surfaces ef-©nc-of cold jaws 
engages said pin va^^h ^«iri receotade and said pin are misaligned, the 
camming surface ea«s«s causing said respective jaw to move with relation to 
the other jaw in response to movement of the body supporting portion of the 
chair, for moving said receptacle toward said pin such as to cause said pin to 
enter said pin-retention area of said receptacle. 

13. (currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in claim 12. wherein when 
the camming surface of one of said jaws engages said pin. the camming 
surface 9^aid jaw causes said respective jaw to pivot in response to 
movement of the body supporting portion of the chair, for passing the 
camming surface of said respect ive jaw over said pin such as to move said 
receptacle toward said pin and cause said pin to enter said pin-retention area 
of said receptacle. 

14. (currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in ela+m-fr-clalrrM. 
wherein said linkage includes an actuator bar rotatable about a pivot axis. 
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both Of said jaws being mounted to said actuator bar to pivot therewith when 
said bar is rotated about said pivot axis. 

15. (currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in claim 14, wherein each 
of said iaws includes an arcuate [[slots]] slot, said actuator bar including a pin 
received in said arcuate slots whereby rotation of said actuator bar about said 
pivot axis imparts a pivotal movement to said jaws. 

16. (original) A locking assembly as defined in claim 15, wherein during said first 
movement, said actuator bar rotates in a first direction to a lower limit position 
in which said pin of said actuator bar is wedged in the arcuate slots of said 



17. (currently amended) A locking assembly as defined in claim 16, wherein 
rotation of said actuator bar in said first direction causes said jaws to move 
with relation to each other for defining said receptacle, in said lower limit 
position said receptacle receiving said pln- ifi oaid p in rotcntion ci r nn n f ^3 i 4 

18. (original) A locking assembly as defined in daim 17. wherein during said 
second movement, said actuator bar rotates in a second direction opposite 
said first direction, rotation of said actuator bar in said second direction 
causing said jaws to move with relation to each other for releasing said pin 
from said receptacle. 

1 9. (currency amended) A rocking chair, comprising : 

a body supporting portion; 

a chair base portion, said body supporting portion capable to rock with 
respect to said chair base portion; 
a locking assembly including : 
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a first locking assembly component for connection to one of said 

body supporting portion and said chair base portion; 

a second locking assembly component for connection to the 

other of said body supporting portion and said chair base 

portion; 

said second locking assembly component including a pin; 
said first locking assembly component including : 
i. a pair of Jaws ^^each law including a camming face ; 
li. a linkage coupled to at least one of said jaws, at least one 
of said jaws being responsive to a first movement of said 
linkage to undergo displacement with relation to the other 
jaw such as to; 

define a receptacle between said jaws: 
cause said receptacle to engage said pin, wherein 
when said receptacle and said pin are misaligned, at 
least one of said camming faces is responsive to 
movement of the body supporting port ion of the chair 
to cause at least one of said laws to undergo 
displacement with relation to the other law such as to 
cause said Pin to enter said re ceptacle, eause 
ongagom o nt o f said piR botw ee n ooid jawp, Qt least 
one of sold jaws being reoponD i vc — to a po c o nd 
movom o nt of said linlcage to ca u so r e l o a c c of sa i d pin 
botw o on sa i d jaw s? 

(original) A rocking chair as defined in claim 19. wherein said second locking 
assembly component Includes a plurality of pins selectively engageable by 
said jaws to interlock said body-supporting portion with respect to said chair 
base portion. 
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21 . (currently amended) A rocKing chair as defined in eteim-aQ-d aim 19, wherein 
said jaws are responsive to said first movement of said linkage such that each 
jaw undergoes displacement with relation to the other jaw to define [[a]] said 
receptacle between said jaws^lef- ongagin g said pin. 

22. (original) A rocking chair as defined in claim 21, wherein said jaws include 
gripping faces that define between them said receptacle, said gripping faces 
tapering toward one another to form a pin-retention area where said pin is 
engaged by the gripping face of each jaw. 

23. (cancelled) 

24. (currently amended) A rocking chair as defined in etaiffH^c!ainn_22, wherein 
said jaws are responsive to said first movement of said linkage ouch that e a sh 
j aw undorgooo diGpiaoomont with relat i on to tho othor jaw - to d o fine a 
,eee^e-between-saiJ j ^'^.. Tu. ii n gngi n g ^ nid pi n n n ^for moving said 
receptacle toward said pin such as to cause said pin to enter said pin- 
retention area of said receptacle. 

25. (currently amended) A rocking chair as defined in etemv54-claim2l . wherein 
said jaws pivot in response to said first movement gfsaid linkage. 

26. (currently amended) A rocking chair as defined in claim 25. wherein in 
response to said first movement of said linkage , one of said jaws pivots 
clockwise and the other of said jaws pivots counter-clockwise. 

27. (currently amended) A rocking chair as defined in ela»m-26daliiUia. wherein 
at least one of said laws is responsive to a second movement of said linkafle 
\n cause release of said pin from engagement between sa id iav jg ooid l inkag e 
in cl ud cz 3 rot cit n hlr h nr. ^n^ '-^i^ j '^ ^ '' ^'^- hnlno mountod to sa i d rotatab lo bar 
to turn th e rew i th whon paid bar I g rotat e d . 
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28. (cancelled) 

29. fong//7a/) A rocking chair as defined in claim 20, wtierein said plurality of pins 
are disposed along a line that extends along a path of travel followed by said 
jaws when said body-supporting portion rocks with respect to said chair base 
portion, said jaws being operative to engage a selected one of said pins to 
interlock said body-supporting portion with said chair base portion at a 
position corresponding to said selected one of said pins. 

30. (original) A rocking chair as defined in claim 22. wherein in response to said 
first movement said jaws undergo displacement such as to cause the gripping 
faces of said jaws to move away from one another and also to move toward 
said pin. 

31. (currently amended) A rocking chair as defined in claim 30, wherein in 
response to said second movement, said gripping jaws mov i ng move away 
from said pin 

32. (original) A rocking chair as defined in daim 31, wherein in response to said 
second movement, said gripping jaws move toward one another and also 
away from said pin. 

33. (cancelled) 

34. (cunvnily amended) A rocking chair as defined in Gteim-3aclalnL21, wherein 
when the at least one of said camming surfaces of ono of said jawo engages 
said pin when said receptacle and said pin are misaligned, the camming 
surface Gauoos causing said respective jaw to move with relation to the other 
jaw in response to movement of the body supporting portion of the chair, for 



Received from < 312 42/ 6663 > at 1116/03 12:36:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



11/06/2003 12:34 FAX 312 427 6663^ 



iADAS & PARRY 



21009/018 



Application No. 09/^27,821 Attomey Docket No. 0^-2617 

Reply to Office Action mailed May 7, 2003 " ' 

moving said receptacle toward saicj pin sucli as to cause said pin to enter said 
pin-retention area of said receptacle. 

35. (currently amerjded) A rooking chair as defined in claim 34. wherein when the 
camming surface of one of said jaws engages said pin, the camming surface 
o f ca id jaw causes said res pective jaw to pivot in response to movement of 
the body supporting portion of the chair, for passing the camming surface of 
said respective jaw over said pin such as to move said receptacle toward said 
pin and cause said pin to enter said pin-retention area of said receptacle. 

36. (currently amended) A rocking chair as defined In eiam^ claim 19. wherein 
said linkage includes an actuator bar rotatable about a pivot axis, both of said 
Jaws being mounted to said actuator bar to pivot therewith when said bar is 
rotated about said pivot axis. 

37. (currently amended) A roclcing chair as defined in claim 36, wherein each of 
said jaws includes an arcuate [[slots]] slot, said actuator bar including a pin 
received in said arcuate slots whereby rotation of said actuator bar about said 
pivot axis imparts a pivotal movement to said jaws. 

38. (original) A rocking chair as defined in daim 37, wherein during said first 
movement, said actuator bar rotates in a first direction to a lower limit position 
in which said pin of said actuator bar is wedged in the arcuate slots of said 



(currently amended) A rocking chair as defined in claim 38, wherein rotation of 
said actuator bar in said first direction causes said jaws to move with relation 
to each other for defining said receptacle, in said lower limit position said 
receptacle receiving said pin ift- ooid pin mttontion area of oo i d receptacl e. 
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40. (original) A rocking chair as defined in claim 39, wherein during said second 
movement, said actuator bar rotates in a second direction opposite said first 
direction, rotation of said actuator bar in said second direction causing said 
jaws to move with relation to each other for releasing said pin from said 
receptacle. 

41 . (withdrawn) A chair, comprising: 

a. a body-supporting portion, including: 

i. a seat; 

ii. a backrest; 

b. a chair base portion, said body supporting portion capable to move with 
respect to said chair base portion, 

c. a locking assembly, including: 

i. a first locking assembly component mounted to one of said 
body-supporting portion and said chair base portion; 

ii. a second locking assembly component mounted to the other of 
said body-supporting portion and said chair base portion: 

d. a linkage including a strip of resilient material mounted to said 
backrest, said strip of resilient material having a resiliency such that: 

i. when an occupant applies pressure on said backrest said strip is 
deformed reanwardly from an original position; 

ii. when the pressure applied by the occupant ceases, said strip 
returns to said original position; 

e. said linkage operatively connected to said locking assembly to cause: 

i. engagement of said first and second locking assembly 
components for preventing movement of said body supporting 
portion relative to said chair base portion when said strip is in 
said original position; 

ii. release of the engagement of said first and second locking 
assembly components when said strip is deformed rearwardly 
from said original position. 
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42. (withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 41. wherein said second locking 
assembly component includes a pin. 

43. (withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 42, wherein said first locking assembly 
component includes a pair of jaws, at least one of said jaws being responsive 
to the return of said strip to said original position to undergo displacement with 
relation to the other jaw such as to cause engagement of said pin between 
said jaws, at least one of said jaws being responsive to the rearwardly 
deformation of said strip to cause release of said pin from between said jaws. 

44. (withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 43. wherein said second locking 
assembly component includes a plurality of pins selectively engageable by 
said jaws to interlock said first locking assembly component with said second 
locking assembly component. 

45. (withdrawn) A chair as defined in daim 44. wherein said jaws are responsive 
to the return of said strip to said original position such that each jaw 
undergoes displacement with relation to the other jaw to define a receptacle 
between said jaws for engaging said pin. 

46. (withdrawn) A chair as defined in daim 45. wherein said jaws include gripping 
faces that define between them said receptacle, said gripping faces tapering 
toward one another to form a pin-retention area where said pin is engaged by 
the gripping face of each jaw. 

47. (withdrawn) A chair as defined in daim 46. wherein said jaws are responsive 
to the return of said strip to said original position such that each jaw 
undergoes displacement with relation to the other jaw to define a receptacle 
between said jaws for engaging said pin and for moving said pin such as to 
cause said pin to enter said receptacle. 
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(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 47. wherein said jaws are responsive 
to the return of said strip to said onginal position such that each jaw 
undergoes displacement with relation to the other jaw to define a receptacle 
between said jaws for engaging said pin and for moving said receptacle 
toward said pin such as to cause said pin to enter said pin-retention area of 
said receptacle. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 48. wherein said jaws pivot in 
response to said the return of said strip to said original position. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 49. wherein in response to the return 
of said stnp to said original position, one of said jaws pivot clockwise and the 
other of said jaws pivots counter-clockwise. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 50, wherein said first locking assembly 
component further includes an actuator bar rotatable about a pivot axis, both 
of said jaws being mounted to said actuator bar to pivot therewith when said 
bar is rotated about said pivot axis. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 51. wherein said jaws include arcuate 
slots, said actuator bar including a pin received in said arcuate slots whereby 
rotation of said actuator bar about said pivot axis imparts a pivotal movement 
to said jaws. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 52, wherein during the return of said 
strip. to said original position, said actuator bar rotates in a first direction to a 
lower limit position in which said pin of said actuator bar is wedged in the 
arcuate slots of said jaws. 
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(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 53, wlierein rotation of said actuator 
bar in said first direction causes said jaws to move witfi relation to each other 
for defining said receptacle, in said lower limit position said receptacle 
receiving said pin in said pin-retention area of said receptacle. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 54, wherein during the rearwardly 
deformation of said strip from said original position, said actuator bar rotates 
in a second direction opposite said first direction, rotation of said actuator bar 
in said second direction causing said jaws to move with relation to each other 
for releasing said pin from said receptacle. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 55, wherein said linkage further 
includes a cable section connecting said strip to said actuator bar, said cable 
section operative to impart movement of said strip to said actuator bar. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in claim 56, wherein one end of said cable 
section is fixedly attached to said actuator bar, the other end of said cable 
section being coupled to said strip whereby the rearwardly deformation of said 
strip from said original position causes said cable section to apply a pulling 
force on said actuator bar for rotating said actuator bar in said second 
direction, causing said jaws to move toward each other and away from said 
pin. 

(withdrawn) A chair as defined in daim 57. wherein the return of said strip to 
said original position causes said cable section to cease the application of 
said pulling force on said actuator bar such that said actuator bar rotates in 
said first direction, causing said Jaws to move away from each other and 
toward said pin such that said pin is received in said pin-retention area of said 
receptacle. 
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